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Dear Zoo Friends, 
We have just concluded celebrating Blank Park Zoo’s 50th year and there are many things of which 
we are proud. The Zoo had an audience of over 475,000, educated almost 57,500 Iowa children, 
and our educators traveled over 70,000 miles to over 80 counties and visited 234 libraries. We 
were thrilled to watch Tumani, our baby eastern black rhino, grow from a birth weight of 80 pounds 
to over 1,100 pounds by year-end. Her engaging personality made her a visitor hit and she has 
become an ambassador for helping people understand the desperate need to save her species 
from extinction.  In November, for the first time in the history of Blank Park Zoo, our female lioness, 
Neema, gave birth to three healthy cubs.  Stay tuned for more additions at the Zoo!

This year we also opened the Sukup Large Mammal Breeding Center and the Margo and Don 
Blumenthal Giraffe Pavilion. The Sukup Breeding center provides us the space to breed the addax 
antelope, a species that is virtually extinct in the wild, and the slender horn and nyala antelope, 
both with fewer than one thousand left in the wild. The survival plan is to grow our numbers and, 
with three other zoos, reintroduce these animals to a protected preserve in Africa. The Blumenthal 
Pavilion will allow us to grow our giraffe herd and provide indoor viewing of giraffe year-round. It 
has indoor feeding and conservation messaging.

The Zoo’s master plan, completed in 1984, had an African loop trail. We have completed that loop 
with a connecting pathway as part of the Zoo’s 50th Anniversary. It lets visitors walk around the 
entire giraffe exhibit and be immersed in a 360-degree African savanna.

There was an extensive remodel of our administration building to better serve our guests and 
improve employee wor   k space.

The National Geographic’s statement, “As the wild shrinks, zoos are looked at as modern day 
arks, the last refuge against the rising tide of extinction,” is more relevant than ever. Wildlife, from 
the elephant and black rhino to the reefs of the oceans, and pollinators like the monarch butterfly 
and honeybee, are being driven toward extinction by poaching, habitat loss, climate change and 
pollution. Blank Park Zoo’s most important mission is to help reverse this march toward extinction 
through education, volunteerism, involvement, and animal reintroduction to the wild.  
The Zoo’s goal is to be a nationally known resource for restoring the natural world.

As we look to the next half century, the acronym, SAFE, will be the most important tenet of our 
mission statement: Saving Animals From Extinction.  Our legacy will depend on how we as a 
Zoo and as a community contribute to saving wildlife, restoring our 
environment, and reversing climate change.

All of our successes have been made possible by the support and 
dedication of our donors, volunteers, corporate partners, and staff.  
We hope you will join us during our next 50 years as we continue to 
accomplish our goals. 

Thank you for supporting Iowa’s only Zoo.

 
Mark Vukovich
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practices, and education opportunities.
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2



Table of Contents
Mark’s 
Letter2 Celebrations4 Why the  

Zoo Matters6
Significant 
Happenings8 Conservation10 Education14

Support20
Donors 21 Financial 

Information31

Events16 Volunteers18

32017 A n nua l  Repor t



Celebrations
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Blank Park Zoo was honored to be awarded “Top 
Visitor Attraction” by the Catch Des Moines Visitor 
Choice Awards for 2017. Greater Des Moines 
restaurants, attractions, and hotels were voted on 
by the public.

HONORS & AWARDS

The Governor’s Volunteer Awards is a program 
that provides all Iowa non-profit, charitable, and 
government organizations with a non-competitive 
way to honor local volunteers with a prestigious 
state-level recognition award. This fall five 
Blank Park Zoo volunteers received a Governor’s 
Volunteer Award from Governor Kim Reynolds and 
Lieutenant Governor Gregg.

Pam Dye, Beth Hammond, Shandy Mikkelsen, and 
Sarah Kuhlman (not pictured), were honored with 
an individual award and Jean Anne DeBiaggio 
was honored with the 20 years of service award.

GOVERNORS 
VOLUNTEER AWARD

RECOGNIZING OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT  
OF REMARKABLE COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
Blank Park Zoo presented the “Roar” Volunteer 
Award to recognize community partners for their 
volunteering efforts. This award was given to 
volunteer groups who contribute through strength 
in numbers and dedication of time and energy 
to our mission. This year’s ROAR award was 
The VET team from Central College, Pella, Iowa. 
The VET team consists of 38 students who have 
volunteered over 448 hours of service to the 

Zoo since 2012. The purpose of the VET group 
is to teach students about the Zoo’s mission and 
animal enrichment. The VET group has helped 
make Bowling Pins for the rhinos, butterflies, 
various bird feeder toys, a life-sized zebra, 
and educated visitors about the importance of 
enrichment items for animals. 

ROAR AWARD
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2,410

GUESTS ATTENDED     NIGHT EYES

PEOPLE   
VOLUNTEERED 
THEIR TIME 
DONATING 

HOURS 
OF 
SERVICE

Why the Zoo Matters:

37,431
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70,000
637

288 15

EDUCATORS 
TRAVELED ABOUT

TEACHERS 
ATTENDED A 

53 984THE ZOO 
HOSTED

SUMMER SAFARI CAMP 
PROGRAMS FOR OVER

STUDENTS AGE  
3 YEARS – 7TH GRADE

180 2,968EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS 
WERE HOSTED AT THE ZOO FOR

CHILDREN, AGE 1-4 YEARS, 
AND A SPECIAL ADULT.

HOUR WORKSHOP HOSTED BY 
THE ZOO, INFLUENCING ABOUT

STUDENTS ACROSS THE STATE

TO CONDUCT PROGRAMS ALL  
AROUND THE STATE

MILES
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Significant Happenings
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Over the past year, the Zoo was proud to welcome the following new friends to the family: New 
species (never exhibited at Blank Park Zoo): Tawny Frogmouths, Slender Horned Gazelle, Nyala

2017 BIRTHS, HATCHINGS,  
AND ACQUISITIONS 
Welcome to Blank Park Zoo (2017 births, hatching 
and acquisitions from other zoos): One East 
African Grey Crowned Crane, one White Pekin 
Duck, two Tawny Frogmouths, one Bleeding 
Heart Dove, two Chestnut Teals, three Addax, 
three Slender Horned Gazelle, two Giraffe, five 
Nigerian Dwarf Goats, three Nyala, five Lions (two 
lioness, three cubs), two Virginia Opossum, one 
Red Panda, one North American Porcupine, one 
Striped Skunk, two Lesser Tenrec, four Bennett’s 
Wallabies, one Northern Blue Tongued Skink, two 

Chilean Flamingos chicks, one Magellan Penguin, 
two Bactrian Camel, two Eland, one Japanese 
Macaque, over 126 Marine fish and invertebrates

PARTNERSHIPS AND SSP 
The Zoo has over 1,300 animals in its collection, 
representing over 194 different species.

Through partnerships at home and abroad, the 
Zoo works to advance the protection of wildlife 
species and habitats at-risk. This includes 
participating in the Species Survival Plan (SSP), 
a cooperative breeding program for rare and 
endangered animals. 

Blank Park Zoo currently participates in 44 SSP’s and ten are for endangered species. Animals 
at Blank Park Zoo that are part of an SSP program include:

Addax Antelope

Amur Tiger

Eastern Black Rhinoceros

Golden Headed Tamarin

Grey Crowned Crane

Panamanian  
Golden Frog

Ring-Tailed Lemur

Slender Horned Gazelle

Snow Leopard

White-Handed Gibbon

ANIMAL CARE 

2017 has been a big year of change for Blank 
Park Zoo. In order to encompass all that the 
Zoo has been doing, the Zoo added a research 
component to their mission. Blank Park Zoo 
works tirelessly to conserve animal populations 
in the wild and in human care; and in order 
to do so, strongly believes that research is a 
big component of understanding species and 
what efforts can be made to conserve them. In 
addition, the Zoo changed the money it donates to 
conservation from a portion of every dollar spent 
at the Zoo, to a percentage of the entire Zoo’s 
budget. This will allow Blank Park Zoo to continue 
to be a leader in the Zoo field and in continuing 
its efforts to conserve endangered, threatened, or 
near-threatened populations.

CHANGE

308
$37,563
ADOPTS, RAISED

25,712
PEOPLE  

FED PARAKEETS

129,963
TRAIN RIDES

28,893
PIECES OF 

LETTUCE WERE 
FED TO GIRAFFE 

IN JUNE, JULY,  
& AUG
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Conservation
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Worldwide 
conservation 
partners working 
together with 
Blank Park Zoo 
to provide habitat 
and protection for 
endangered animals 
across the globe.

International Rhino 
Foundation $11,000  

5  Zimbabwe, 12  India, 
7  South Africa, 17  Indonesia,  
15  Malaysia

Giraffe Conservation 
Foundation $10,000 

4  Namibia, 3  Uganda

Prairies for Agriculture 
$10,000 1  Iowa

Tiger Conservation Campaign 
$6,000 8  Russia, 15  Malaysia, 
16  Sumatra

AZA Saving Animals from 
Extinction $5,000 4  Namibia, 

7  South Africa

Chimpanzee Sanctuary and 
Wildlife Conservation Trust 
$4,500 3  Uganda

Health in Harmony $3,000 
17  Indonesia

Hornbill Research Foundation 
$3,000 14  Thailand

Plant.Grow.Fly. $3,000 
1  Iowa

Conservation Fusion $3,00 
6  Madagascar

Snow Leopard Trust $3,000  
9  Mongolia, 13  China,  
10  Kyrgyzstan, 11  Pakistan, 
12  India

Trumpeter Swan Restoration 
$2,500 1  Iowa

Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary $2,500 
3  Uganda

Bald Eagle Protection $1,500 
1  Iowa

National Wildlife Federation 
$1,000 2  Washington D.C.
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With your support, Blank Park Zoo is saving wildlife. A portion of all revenue at the Zoo  
is used to save animals in the WILD. So, next time you visit for a fun day out with  
your family, think about the following projects that you are contributing to:

SAVING FROM EXTINCTION!
We care for many endangered species at Blank 
Park Zoo including Addax (less than 100 left), 
Amur Tigers (540 left in the wild), and Eastern 
Black Rhinos (800 left in the wild). Through 
cooperative breeding programs between zoos 
accredited by the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums (AZA), we are increasing these 
populations to hedge against extinction. One of 
our most recent examples, of course, is Tumani, 
our baby black rhino.

RELEASING ANIMALS  
BACK INTO THE WILD
Breeding and releasing animals is an important 
role that Zoos can play in conservation. We’ve 
hatched and released 36 Trumpeter Swans, 
contributing to a great conservation success: the 
recovery of Trumpeter Swans in the Midwest.

PROVIDING A SAFE HAVEN
Blank Park Zoo is home to four rescued seals 
and sea lions as well as two rescued bald eagles. 
These animals were deemed non-releasable for 
various health reasons and are now cared for by 
our expert animal care and veterinary staff.

SAVING IOWA’S ANIMALS
We’ve helped to trans-locate 450 Greater Prairie 
Chickens back to appropriate habitats in Iowa. 
Our pollinator conservation project, Plant.Grow.
Fly., has registered over 1,000 butterfly gardens 
and our UpCycle program removes 10 tons of 
invasive plant material from local 
parks each year!

SUPPORTING THE WILD
We fund Giraffe Conservation 
Foundation, International Rhino 
Foundation, Snow Leopard 
Trust, and more. These projects 
implement a holistic view of 
conservation: considering the 

health of individual animals, animal populations, 
the environment, and the local people. Accredited 
zoos in the U.S. give almost $200 million annually 
to protect wildlife.

ZOO STAFF WORKING IN THE WILD
Some may say Blank Park Zoo is a small zoo, but 
we have a remarkable staff including experts in 
veterinary medicine, animal husbandry, animal 
health and welfare, conservation, research, and 
more. Each year, we send our staff to assist in 
the field. Recently, we’ve worked with giraffe in 
Namibia, chimpanzees and rhinos in Uganda, and 
seals and sea lions in California.

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES IT 
ALL POSSIBLE!
Each time you visit Blank Park Zoo, you are 
making a difference for wildlife around the  
world and right here in Iowa. We couldn’t do  
it without you!

YOUR ZOO VISIT IS SAVING WILDLIFE!
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6,038 PEOPLE REACHED THROUGH  
CONSERVATION PROGRAMMING

Blank Park Zoo held its third annual Monarch 
Festival in September, giving this icon of the 
prairie a proper send-off on its amazing migration 
to Mexico. 2,400 people attended the festival, 
two Plant.Grow.Fly. partners offered crafts and 
activities and almost 200 children marched in the 
Bug Parade; taking a symbolic migration through 
the Zoo!

MONARCH FESTIVAL 

On February 23, 2017, Blank Park Zoo hosted 
special guest, Jack Hanna, at the annual Art 
for the Wild gala. Guests enjoyed an evening 
celebrating local artists, food, silent and live 
auctions, and the message of conservation.  
Jack Hanna thrilled the audience with tales  
of his adventures while also touching on the 
importance of zoos.

A former director of the Columbus Zoo in 
Columbus, Ohio (now Director Emeritus of 
Columbus Zoo), Jack Hanna has spent his life 

serving animals, traveling the world, and working 
with leaders to transform the Columbus Zoo  
and spread the message of conservation.

The evening wrapped up with videos of Jack’s 
adventures and each guest taking a piece of 
donated artwork home with them. All proceeds 
raised go directly to conservation efforts and 
partners of Blank Park Zoo. 

ART FOR THE WILD 

PGF is designed to encourage the community to 
take action to conserve native pollinators (like 
butterflies and bees) by inspiring the planting of 
butterfly gardens throughout the Midwest and 
beyond. To date, over 1,000 gardens have been 
registered with the project! Iowa is an important 
breeding ground for a very special pollinator, the 
monarch butterfly.

PLANT.GROW.FLY.! 

259 BUTTERFLY GARDENS PLANTED AND 
REGISTERED WITH PLANT.GROW.FLY.
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$69,000SENT TO HELP SAVE 
ANIMALS IN THE WILD 

Trees Forever, the City of Des Moines Parks and 
Recreation, Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation, and 
Blank Park Zoo have collaborated since 2014 to 
present a solution to the invasive plant problem 
in the Des Moines-area woodlands. In 2017, 51 
volunteers, provided 102 hours of service and 
worked together to remove invasive species from 
Grey’s Lake. Invasive plants, like Honeysuckle, are 
provided to Zoo animals for browse.

The City of Des Moines Parks and Recreation sees 
‘upcycling’ the plant waste as a win-win solution. 

UPCYCLE 

In February 2017, Blank Park Zoo sent large 
mammal supervisor, Lou Keeley, to volunteer at 
Ziwa Rhino Sanctuary in Uganda. Due to civil 
unrest and poaching, rhinos have not inhabited 
the country since the 1980s. Managed by Rhino 
Fund Uganda, the sanctuary breeds white rhinos 
to be relocated within Uganda’s national parks. 
Lou helped monitor rhino behavior, delivered 
school supplies, and even went on a night anti-
poaching foot patrol. Blank Park Zoo is proud to 
help save rhinos in the wild!

In June of 2017, Blank Park Zoo sent small 
mammal keeper, Kyle O’Dea to Madagascar. 
“Traveling to Madagascar to help the Madagascar 
Biodiversity Project was a once in a lifetime 
opportunity. I was able to see amazing wildlife, 
including five different species of lemurs. I 
followed lemur research and reforestation teams 
and saw the amazing work they are doing in the 
field. The last half of my trip consisted of two 
expeditions to capture lemurs for DNA sampling, 
and to see if lemurs lived in the Tapia forest. This 
whirlwind of a trip would not have been possible 
without the amazing support of the Blank  
Park Zoo.” 

IN THE WILD
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Education
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The Zoo is committed to providing engaging educational programming for all, from children to adults and teachers to students. The Zoo is 
committed to STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) education throughout the state. While many students lose interest in science 
around fourth grade, they maintain a natural fascination with animals. From babies to adults, animals have the ability to fascinate and 
captivate people. The Zoo uses this affinity for the natural world to teach basic science concepts and critical thinking skills. Giving students  
an opportunity to actively engage in science education builds that foundation for future exploration in the subject.

The Zoo traveled over 70,400 miles educating 
Iowans about the environment and animals.

984 students participated in Summer  
Safari Camps.

631 programs were conducted around the state 
for 33,436 participants at libraries, day cares, 
community churches, and senior centers.

School programs to 145 classrooms reached 
5,129 students across the state. In addition, the 
Zoo conducted 8 teacher workshops for 252 
teachers, impacting about 12,600 students.

During the 2016-2017 school year, 27,268 
participants attended a field trip at the Zoo.

1,744 children between the ages of  
six months — four years old participated  
in early childhood programs.

The total number of programs conducted  
was 1,281 reaching 58,450 people.

38 After School programs impacted  
568 students in underserved schools. 

2016 – 2017 EDUCATION ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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EventsSupporting the 
Zoo Mission 

through
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ZOO BREW 
TOTAL ATTENDANCE FOR 2017: 23,432
The camels aren’t (the only) ones celebrating hump 
day at Blank Park Zoo! Every Wednesday in the 
summer, the Zoo comes to life after hours for those 
21 and over. This popular fundraising event features 
a variety of live music, summer brews all while 
enjoying the animals!   When you buy a brew, you 
support the Zoo!

NIGHT EYES
TOTAL ATTENDANCE FOR 2017: 30,529
Lights, Costumes, Treats! Night Eyes welcomes you 
to the sweetest Halloween tradition in Central Iowa! 
This merry not scary trick-or-treating event invites 
guests to enjoy live entertainment, sweet treats, 
train rides and story book characters!

SANTA AT THE ZOO
TOTAL ATTENDANCE FOR 2017: 2,409
Bring the whole family to Blank Park Zoo to enjoy 
a day of holiday cheer. After snapping a photo 
with Santa, writing a letter to the North Pole, and 
enjoying a warm cup of hot cocoa, explore the 
wonders of the Zoo, both indoors and outdoors! 
Bring along your scarf and hat and wish all of our 
animal friends a happy holiday!

EGGSTRAVAGANZA
TOTAL ATTENDANCE FOR 2017: 3,807
Ready to hop around the Zoo this spring? 
Eggstravaganza is a family event where little 
bunnies can participate in a golden egg hunt, crafts, 
and photo opportunities with the Easter Bunny!

DREAMNIGHT
TOTAL ATTENDANCE FOR 2017: 2,466
Blank Park Zoo is honored to participate in 
Dreamnight, an event hosted throughout the world. 
Dreamnight gives kids with special healthcare 
needs and their families the opportunity to feel 
like VIP guests! The night is cost free for guests 
where they can enjoy dinner, meet their favorite 
characters, and of course learn all about our  
animal friends!
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VolunteersSupporting the 
Zoo Mission 

through
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Blank Park Zoo volunteers give their time and talents for many reasons, but primarily among 
them are a love for the institution and respect for its mission. We at Blank Park Zoo treasure 
our volunteers for their above and beyond commitment and service. 

NUMBERS
2017 was a great year to volunteer at the Zoo, 
over 2,400 people volunteered their time at the 
Zoo donating 37,000+ hours of service.

GOOD EGG AWARD 
Every year the Zoo honors a volunteer with our 
Volunteer of the Year recognition, the “Good 
Egg Award.” This year’s Good Egg Award was 
presented to Becky Parrish for her service.
Becky began volunteering for the Zoo’s 
Conservation Committee in January 2010. During 
this time Becky has volunteered over 556 hours 
in a variety of areas. Becky enjoys volunteering 
for the following opportunities: Special Events 
including Zoo Brew & Zoobilation, as an Exhibit 
Guide volunteer and trainer, Plant.Grow.Fly. & 
Art for the Wild conservation programs, and with 
the Large Mammal animal care team. Becky is 
always willing to help wherever needed with  
a smile! 

ADOPT-A-GARDEN 
The Adopt-a-Garden program was started in 
2012 to give volunteers with a “green thumb” the 
opportunity to beautify the Zoo! Volunteers adopt 
a garden spot and are then given information 
about color schemes and acceptable plants. 
Volunteers design, plant, and maintain their 
gardens throughout the year. All Adopt-a-Garden 
areas are marked with a yellow sign indicating 
who their gardeners are. During 2016, 23 
volunteers worked on 15 gardens around the Zoo!

WILD AT HEART 
AWARD
The WILD AT HEART Award is given to a 
volunteer who has made a commitment to assist 
the keepers with the rewarding and dirty job 
of assisting keepers in daily functions such as 
cleaning stalls, hosing mats, disinfecting, and 
preparing diets.

This year’s Wild at Heart Award was presented 
to Bobby Schaer. Bobby is a part of the Zoo Crew 
program and started volunteering for the Zoo in 
2015. During his time here Bobby has provided 
the Zoo with over 452 hours of service. Bobby 
has also volunteered in a variety of areas around 
the Zoo, but enjoys volunteering with the animal 
care teams at the Zoo the most.

During 2017 Blank Park Zoo hosted 103 volunteer 
groups, who participated in service project days. 
All together 940 group volunteers provided the Zoo 
with over 3,385 hours of service! These groups 
worked on the following projects around the Zoo: 
painting & staining, special event setup, candy 
goodie bag prep for Eggstravaganza, event & 
education program craft preparation, Night Eyes 
display creation and setup, and special projects for 
animal care areas. 

We thank the following groups for their hard 
work and support:

Ankeny Parks & 
Recreation

ARAG

Barley’s Angels

DMACC

Des Moines Public 
Schools

Drake University

DSM Christian School  

Des Moines Police 
Department 

EMC

Greater Des Moines 
Leadership Institute

IMT

ITA Group

John Deere

Lincoln High School  

Mittera

MSUM

STLF

Nationwide

Orchard Place

Prairie Ridge Church

US Air Force

US Bank

VOYA

Walnut Creek Church

Wells Fargo

Western Illinois 
University

YMCA South Side

TOP CORPORATE 
AND HOUR 
VOLUNTEERS
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BECOME A MEMBER 
Our annual Zoo pass allows members to come 
and go as often as they like. Members receive 
exclusive discounts including free or discounted 
admission to special events, conservation and 
education programs, member-only events, and 
discounts on rentals and birthday parties.

ADOPT AN ANIMAL 
This is a fun and unique way to support the Zoo’s 
conservation efforts and create a special bond 
with one of your favorite Zoo animals. As part of 
the adoption program you will receive a certificate 
of adoption, special photo and fact sheet about 
your animal, and your name displayed by the 
animal exhibit for a whole year.

HOST AN EVENT 
The Zoo offers a natural serene escape for special 
gatherings, and is a great place for private and 
corporate outings, special occasion celebrations, 
and weddings. Our staff will assist you in making 
your day, dinner, meeting, or outing spectacular 
and memorable.

VOLUNTEER 
Your time and talents are valuable! Volunteers 
are essential to the operation of Blank Park Zoo. 
Volunteers support special events, animal care, 
education, and service projects.

ATTEND A FUNDRAISER 
Proceeds from Zoo events support animal care, 
education programs, and conservation efforts. 
From Zoo Brew, Night Eyes, to Zoobilation, we are 
certain to have an event you will love.

SUPPORT THE ZOO TODAY! 
By participating as a corporate sponsor, 
naming the Zoo in your estate or making an 
immediate impact to animal care, education, and 
conservation through a gift to the Annual Fund, 
you can make a difference. Your charitable gift 
helps Blank Park Zoo care for more than 2,400 
animals, offer education programs to more than 
120,000 people, and take part in conservation 
efforts worldwide.

HOW YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE

IMAGINE THAT. YOU CAN  
MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
The Zoo received over 1,114 gifts, totaling 
$2,767,272.72. The Zoo’s membership continues 
to flourish with nearly 12,500 households.

ZOO MEMBERSHIP 
There are many ways to IMAGINE THAT. But 
the best way is as a member! Blank Park Zoo 
members reside in 94 of Iowa’s 99 counties.

HOW TO SUPPORT THE ZOO

Support
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Donors
Looking back at 2017, Blank Park Zoo is proud of what has been accomplished and is excited 
for the year ahead. We are thrilled with the impact our partnerships have made on the Zoo, as 
well as the community, the state of Iowa and across the globe. 

We thank our exceptional donors and supporters for their time and investment in our mission. 
It is because of YOU that we are able to offer quality educational programming, exceptional Zoo 
experiences, life-saving efforts in the wild and provide state of the art care for our animals. 
Thank you for supporting our mission.

MEDIA SPONSORS 
We appreciate the irreplaceable contribution 
our media partners provide through promotional 
support. They help make Night Eyes sweet, help 
sell out our weekly party known as Zoo Brew and 
encourage our guests to help save wildlife during 
Animal Days.

NIGHT EYES 
KCCI

Des Moines Radio Group

ZOO BREW 
KCWI / Local 5

Cumulus Media 

ANIMAL DAYS 
KDSM

OTHER EVENTS &  
PROMOTIONAL  
PARTNERSHIPS 
Des Moines Radio Group

Mediacom

hibu

DexYP
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ALDABRA SOCIETY
Andy Bouska and  

Emily Williams-Bouska
Bruce Boyle
Zach and Azure Christensen
Paul and Sandy Easter
Marjorie Foster
Matt and Bridget Fryar
Steven and Lori Fuqua
Sara Ghrist
Rusty Goode
Ray and Stacie Hansen
David and Jenifer Harkin
Pat Henson
Kruidenier Charitable  

Foundation, Inc
William and Dorothy McGinnis
Chris and Colleen Murphy
Mary Jean Paschen
William C. Knapp Charitable
John and Kathy Williams
Lisa Williams
Jonathan Wilson and Scott Kuknyo

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
DONORS

David Allen
Gregg Gustafson and  

Peg Armstrong-Gustafson
Ed and Cait Baker
Rebecca Baker
Bankers Trust
Greg and Jenny Bensink
BH Management
Dennis and Denise Bickford
Tim and Meggan Bierbaum
The Biggart’s
Trevor and Heidi Bindel
Linda Blair
Joel and Nicole Boswell
Kristi Bower
Zach and Azure Christensen
JoEllen Collins
Rasmussen Group Foundation
Anonymous
Rusty Hubbell
Don and Margo Blumenthal
Jim and Allison Fleming
Kaye C. Condon
Russell and Elizabeth Cross

Brandon and Katie Dawson
Dennis and Ellen De Forest
Dick and Kathy Heiken  

Family Foundation
Robert Burnett
Roland and Jean Farley
Bradley and Trishia Filipiak
Flynn Wright
Matt and Bridget Fryar
Michael and Ann Gersie
Matthew and Erin Gillaspie
Scott Gillespie
Colton Gilliam
Gregory and Suzie Glazer-Burt
Richard and Sharon Glenn
Rusty Goode
Dan and Stephanie Grauerholz
Barbara Harrington
Ernie and Dawn Hoffman
Richard and Linda Hoffmann
Nicole Holman
Jim and Sheila Hourigan
Lance and Amara Huffine
Larry and Karen Hutzell
Leroy and Heather Imoehl
Iowa Scottish Rite Masonic Foundation
Doug and Erika Jack
Toby and Becky Joseph
Josephs Jewelers
Jeff and Jill Karch
Tim and Nancy Kintner
Michael and Melissa Klotz
Amy Koffman-Wells
Kruidenier Charitable 

Foundation, Inc.
Chad and Lauren Little
Jason and Jessica Merk
MidAmerican Energy
Cathy Miller
Dr. Richard and Polly Moore
Paul and Gloria Morris
Steven and Carrie Naber
Adam and Darcy Nidey
Daniel and Lori Oh
Olaf and Teresa Peterson
Tony and Liz Phillips
Tom and Diane Phillips
Ryan Pirtle
Peter and Karen Plati
Leigh Powers

Prairie Meadows
Mark and Megan Rasmussen
Christopher & Rissa Ream
Patrick and Yvonne Reinsvold
Michael and Catherine Renner
Daniel Ricke
Tim and Connie Rock
Dan and Kate Rowley
Debbie Sanford
Jeff and Erin Sawhill
Michael Schnackenberg and  

Kelly Kretschmer
Lou and Pat Schneider
Kevin and Debbie Prust
Mike and Madelyn Tetmeyer and Family
Robert and Melissa Scigliano
Richard and Andrea Sheaffer
Gordon Smith
Linda Sorenson
Mark and Julie Stewart
Tim and Allison Stursma
Dustin and Julie Vandehoef
Mark and Charlene Vukovich
Troy and Sarah Wacht
Keri Weston-Stoll
Dean and Lisa Whitaker
Jonathan Wilson and Scott Kuknyo
Matt and Robyn Winner

$50,000 AND ABOVE
Beverly Akers Estate 
Bravo Greater Des Moines Inc. 
Robert Burnett 
Dick and Kathy Heiken  

Family Foundation 
Edwin T. Meredith Foundation 
Kruidenier Charitable Foundation, Inc. 
MidAmerican Energy 
Nationwide Insurance Foundation 
Prairie Meadows
Don and Margo Blumenthal

$20,000 — $49,999
Atlantic Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
Department of Natural Resources 
Hy Vee Inc. 
Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs 
Toby Joseph III and Becky Joseph
Principal Financial Group 
Wells Fargo Bank 
West Bank 

$10,000 — $19,999
Belin McCormick PC 
Comfort Family Foundation 
Matt and Bridget Fryar
HI Foundation, Inc. 
Rusty Hubbell Family Fund
John Deere Des Moines Operations 
Josephs Jewelers 
Lisa Kruidenier 
Lauridsen Family Fund
Meredith Corporation Foundation 
Microsoft 
Dianna Miller Estate
Rasmussen Group Foundation
Thurston Family Charitable Fund
Variety The Childrens Charity of Iowa 

$5,000 — $9,999
Bankers Trust 
Charles Gabus Dealerships
Paul and Sandy Easter 
Jim and Allison Fleming
Jo Ghrist 
Julianne Meyne 
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company 
Mike and Madelyn Tetmeyer
University of Iowa Children’s Hospital 
U.S. Bank NA 

$2,500 — $4,999
Affinity Credit Union 
American Equity Investment Life Ins. Co. 
Linda Blair 
Suzy and John Burns
Christopher’s Fine Jewelry 
Kaye C. Condon
Dewey Automotive Group
DLR Group
Marjorie Foster 
Michael and Ann Gersie
Gregg Gustafson and  

Peg Armstrong-Gustafson
Ray and Stacie Hansen
Henry G. and Norma A. Peterson 

Charitable Trust 
Richard and Linda Hoffmann
Mike and Debbie Hubbell
The IMT Group 
Indrajit Jhala and Archana Verma
John Ruan Foundation Trust

Donors
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Aaron and Karen Kennedy
John and Penny Krantz
McGowen Hurst Clark & Smith PC 
Merchants Bonding  

Company Foundation 
Mercy Children’s Hospital & Clinics 
Steven and Carrie Naber
Salon Spa W
Scheels All Sports
Lou and Pat Schneider
Gordon Smith
Synergy Marketing Partners
UnityPoint Blank Children’s Hospital
Mark and Charlene Vukovich
Wolin Mechanical Electrical

$1,000 — $2,499
David Allen 
Brad and Sally Austin
Bankers Trust 
BH Management 
Tim and Meggan Bierbaum
BioLife Plasma Services 
Kristi Bower 
Lori Brees and Mike Knouse
Robert and Marlene Buckley
Casey’s General Stores
Russ and Beth Cross
Joel and Lori Doyle
Roland and Jean Farley
Flynn Wright 
Devin and Kristine Fuhrman
Matthew and Erin Gillaspie
Gregory and Suzy Glazer Burt
Rusty Goode 
Great Clips 
Greater Des Moines Convention  

and Visitors Bureau 
Pat Henson 
Jim and Sheila Hourigan
F & C Hubbell Family Charitable Fund
Iowa Scottish Rite Masonic Foundation 
Jacob and Amy Jaacks
Jackson National Life  

Insurance Company 
Kane and Brittney Johnson
Jeff and Jill Karch
James and Mary Ellen Kimball
Tim and Nancy Kintner
Lacy Family Fund
Todd Mendenhall 
Meredith Corporation 
MidAmerican Energy Company 
Richard and Polly Moore
Paul Moran and Karen Pearston
Paul and Gloria Morris
Becky Parrish 

James Piros and Ruth Wright-Piros
Principal Charity Classic — Birdies  

for Charity
Ray Family Fund
Resource Development Consultants 
Terry and Kim Rich
Cameron and Susan Risser
Sam’s Club 
Rick and Andrea Sheaffer
Shear Madness Haircuts for Kids
Tim and Anne Shimerdla
Sigler Companies
Jake and Jessie Sramek
Story Construction
Taco John’s of Iowa Inc.
James and JoAnne Whitmore  

Family Fund
John and Kathy Williams
Jonathan Wilson and Scott Kuknyo
Connie Wimer and Frank Fogerty
Wits End Gardens
Bert and Michelle Zimmerman

$500 — $999
Grace Ambrose 
Dale and Mary Andrigna
Luann Armstrong 
Dennis and Denise Bickford
Matt and Ellie Bishop
Blooming Prairie Nursery LLC
BP Real Estate Group LLC
Bowen and Jan Campbell
Capital Sanitary Supply 
Ceilley Family Charitable Fund
Mark and Tamera Chew
Christian Opportunity Center 
Richard and Christine Clogg
Ed and Christine Collinet
James Collins 
Community State Bank NA 
Confluence Brewing Company 
Bryan and Kay Dilks 
Disney Worldwide Services Inc. 
DMACC 
Eaton Vance 
Electrical Engineering and Equipment 
EMC Insurance Companies 
Essex Meadows Inc. 
Exile Brewing Company LLC 
Foresters Financial 
Michael and Christine Foss
Frame Works 
Brian and Elizabeth Freeman
Paul and Sarah Galeazzi
Andrew Gangle and Katrina Guest
Norman and Cindy Griese
Roger and Mary Hansen

Jon and Emily Harris
Janet Hicks 
Rob and Angela Hilbert
Larry and Karen Hutzell
Iowa State Bank 
Jack Links, Inc.
Jerry and Julie Jaksich
Steve Jayne and Karen Shaff
Joan Bundy Law Firm 
Carol Joseph 
Jungle Jack Productions 
Joe and Amy Kimball
Kum & Go
John and Dana Leahy
William Malcom and  

Leslie Sufficool-Malcom
Maple Valley — Anthon Oto
William and Dorothy McGinnis
Ray and Shirley Michel
Deborah Miller 
Mike and Megan Milligan
Edward and Wendy Miranda
Lucas Nelson 
Norwalk Chiropractic 
Gary and Ginger Palmer
Kevin and Debbie Prust
Quality Service Corporation 
Mark and Megan Rasmussen
Michael and Catherine Renner
Daniel Ricke
Tim and Connie Rock
Donald C. and Mary Ryckman
John Schreurs
Mark and Cindy Snell
Ted and Gretchen Stephens
Mark and Julie Stewart
Abby Stickel 

Joe Teff 
The William and  

Ann Trebilcock Foundation 
Robert Tursi 
Daniel Valencia
Fred and Emily Weitz
Dean and Lisa Whitaker
Rich and Kim Willis

$250 — $499
Jeff and Kirsten Anderson
John and Janet Andrasko
ARAG North America, Inc.
Colleen Armstrong
ASLA-Iowa Chapter
Johnny and Nancy Austin
Shalini Babu
Bank of America
Judy Blank 
Bob Brown Chevrolet 
Bill Brinkman 
Thomas and Susan Brown
Eric Camper and  

Kristin Schechinger-Camper
Dean and Sandra Carlson
Childrens Eye Clinic PC
Randy and Anna Childs
Glen and Laurel Colton
Chad and Jolene Comer
Connie Comfort
Jeff Coss and Kate Wheatley
Steven and Rev. Robin Coughennower
Shane Coughenour
Terry and Amy Crane
Creative Kids of Ankeny 
Chance and Chris Eckles
Grace Fatino 
Jeff and Janet Elwer
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Joe and Carol Fatino
Duke and Kim Fennewald
Andrew Flynn
Julie Fortin
Robert and Lisa Foss
Jeff and Ashley Fuhrmeister
Mike Gartner 
Olena Gilbert
Charles and Jane Goedken
Greater Regional Medical Center 

Ambulance Dept. 
Julietta Griffioen 
Rachelle Grimm
Mick Grossman 
Joanne Haakinson 
John and Christine Halbrook
Ali Hassan
Steve and Chris Hensley
Ruth Henson 
Lance and Amara Huffine
IOGC 
Iowa Department of  

Administrative Services 
Iowa State University  

Extension & Outreach 
John and Sally Irving
Doug and Bev Johnson
Lana Jones-Gould 
Kreg Tool 
Christine Kroger 
Holly Laffoon 
Joe Langel 
Gerald and Jean Leibold
Caroline Levine 
Mark and Jeanne Lyle
Rose Lyle

Robert Maddox III
Brady Mayer
Diane McDonald
Kathy McKee and Gary Morris
Mercedes-Benz/Sprinter/Smart  

of Des Moines
Jason and Jessica Merk
Merrill Axel & Wheel Service Inc.
Donld and Janet Metcalf
Roy and Christine Molina
Pete and Cora Mondloch
Karen Morris
David Norris
Steven Nottger
Optimum Chiropractic
Terry and Gwen Parks
Olaf and Teresa Peterson
Prairie Trail Elementary
Jill Prati 
Mark Putney 
Dennis and Wendy Rains
Stan and Jody Reynolds
Beverly Richardson
Nathan and Megan Romine
Seth Rooker
John Ruan III and Janis Ruan
Ron and Clarice Rubek
Debbie Sanford
Frances Sapp
John Schmidt and Deb Wiley
Justen Scranton and Deidra Dirks
Richard and Cynthia Settle
Anne Slatterly
Joan Stanley
David and Becky Stark
John and Randi Stern

Kevin Tavares
The Playground for Kids LLC
Linda Thomas
John and Kay Thomson
John and Donna Trickel
Tim and Toni Urban
Jon Van Der Veer 
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Diane Versackas 
Beverly Watts 
Wells Fargo 
Keri Weston-Stoll 
David Yepsen and Mary Stuart
Zoological Society of Milwaukee County 

$100 — 249
A B Investments
Frank and Janna Alampi
Tim and Sue Allyn
Rachel Admundson
David and Rhea Ahlberg
Rodney and Susan Anderson
Tifani Armintrout
Drew Armstrong
Linda Baird
Miles and Briana Bairey
Rebecca Baker 
Robert Baker 
Baker Electric Inc.
Darren and Jennifer Barker
Jack and Cecilia Barron
Pam Bartels
Barton Solvents Inc.
William and Marjorie Baum
Jeff and Julia Bebensee
Kimberly Bence
Gregg and Jenny Bensink
Jim and Kathy Best
Jeremy and Melissa Beyer
Ryan and Tammy Bickel
Justin Biggart
Trevor and Heidi Bindel
Mark Bird
Rick Blake
Alex Blaker
Patrick and Michelle Bohnenkamp
Myrna Booth 
Joel and Nicole Boswell
Angela and Sandy Bowman
Matt and Susan Bravard
J.C. Brenton and Sue Rutledge-Brenton
Penny Brockelsby
Stuart Broms and Carol Bower-Broms
Brown Winick Law Firm
Mary Buckton
Wendy Callahan
Kristina Carstensen
Theresa Chivers

Zach and Azure Christensen
Mark Clark and Katie Roth
Ben and Charity Clary
Jeff and Melissa Clayton
Jaime Claywell Herrera
Brian Cleveland and Susan Love
Paula Coffey
Diane Collett
JoEllen Collins
Samantha Collison
Tamica Comito
William and Erin Conger
Steve and Suzanne Conlan
Jeremy and Stephanie Cook
Mary Cooper
Bruce and Debbie Corlew
Arthur and Vicki Cox
Jason and Mikka Cox
Keely Dake 
David and Myrlene Darnell
Caitlin Darrell
Brandon and Katie Dawson
Dennis and Ellen De Forest
Morgan Deal
Hayley Dettbarn
Kevin Drees and Tracey Dolphin-Drees
Tia and Michele Duong
James Earley
Brandon and Keri Early
EES Companies
Roy and Averyle Ehrle
Bennett and Leisa Ely
Nancy Engle
John Fairweather and Carol Fredrich
Scott and Janice Falb
John Feller
Bradley and Trishia Filipiak
Roger and Theresa Finken
Gary Fischer
Steve and Susan Flack
Michele Flattery
Jason and Wendi Fredregill
Robert and Monica Friedman
Andrew Gall
Rosalie Gallagher
Debra Garner 
Sandra Geronimo
Mary Ghrist-James
Scott Gillespie
Colton Gilliam
Girl Scout Troop 169
Richard and Sharon Glenn
Janet Goding
Steven and Willona Goers
Clint Grabill
Nathanael Graglia

(Donors Cont.)
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Dan and Stephanie Grauerholz
Claude and Mary Greiner
Jason and Dia Gross
Hair by Brianne
Chris Hall and Kaity Patchett
Andy Haning-Brown
Jim and Leah Hansen
Jenny Harmeyer 
Barbara Harrington 
Carl and Sally Harris
Debra Harris 
Meg Harris and Molly Peterson
Jeff and Cathy Harty
Darla Hassebroek
Alan and Val Hautekeete
Heartland Chapter Order  

of the Eastern Star
Inabelle Heidemann
Rob and Theresa Heir
Helen A Hansen Elementary
Carli Heller 
Bob and Carol Henderson
Allen and Sara Hentscher
Todd and Stephanie Henzi
Linda and Sarah Hinzman
Dennis and Jacqueline Hogan
Nicole Holman
Rich and Amy Hook
Marian Houseman
Lance and Michelle Hudson
Jessica Hull
Kristin Hurd
Dan and Joleta Hurless
Kevin and Jennifer
Leroy and Heather Imoehl
Albert and Terri Infante
Doug and Erika Jack
Sandy Jennings-Hammond
Jeff and Marcia Johnson
Mavis Johnson
Paul Johnson
Dawn Johnston 
Tim and Dawn Johnston
Marcus and Danie Juhl
Louis Keeley
Tricia Kell
Justin and Liat Kinard
Kirke Financial Services
Michael Klotz
Amy Koffman-Wells
Tim Kruse and Carol Spaulding-Kruse
Tony and Melissa Kruse
Kris and Roxanne Kucharski
Michael and Pamela Kulik
Daniel and Jane Lantz
Drew Larson 
Max and Carol Larson

Philip Latessa 
Jan Ledyard 
Victoria Lewis 
Benjamin Lewiston 
Michaela Lieb 
Brad Liggett 
Rebecca Linhart 
Marshall Linn III and Julie Linn
Warren and Becky Litchkey
Chad and Lauren Little
LMC Insurance
Jenni Losee and Becky Wilson
Jim and Pat Luhrs
Mallory Machir
Robert and Jacqueline Major
Craig and Jan Maltby
Dustin McAninch
Bill and Gail McCabe
Scott and Erin McDonough
Janet McFadden
Alex and Mariah McGinnis
Patrick McGovern and Megan Heitzman
Kevin McLaughlin and  

BJ James-McLaughlin
Malane McLin
John and Susan McRoberts
Petra McVey
Diane Metzger
Shandy Mikkelsen
Cathy Miller 
Duane Miller 
Joel and Andrea Miller
Mark and Tammy Miller
Jami Milne
Nick and Nicole Moffitt
Jennifer Montgomery
Diane Morain
Elizabeth Morse
Sandra Morse
Marcus Murphy
Ruth Naber
Sharon Neighbors
Max and Ann Lucile Newbury
Adam and Darcy Nidey
Wayne and Judi Nikolish
Sam and Sarah O’Brien
Kyle O’Dea
Daniel and Lori Oh
David Olson
Gail Olson
Don Pearson and Lynne Champion
Tom and Diane Phillips
Tony and Liz Phillips
Ian and Beth Pieper
Milt and Rosemarie Piontkowski
Ryan Pirtle
Leroy and V.L. Plank

Peter and Karen Plati
Dirk Pollitt and Paula Dossett-Pollitt
Melissa Pope
Leigh Powers
Larissa Pray
Suku and Mary Radia
Darin and Camille Rasmussen
Christopher Ream
Thomas and Sally Reavely
Patrick and Yvonne Reisnvold
Jim and Rachel Reis
Brad Riley
Thomas and Katie Rinehart
Aubrey Robertson 
Sharon Ross 
Traci Ross 
Tori Rothman
Michael and Cindy Rovner
Steven Rowe and Mary Hlavin
Dan and Kate Rowley
Edward Rubacha
Kyle Sacre
Kunal Sarode
Jeff and Erin Sawhill
Charlie Schafer
Brandon and Jessica Schellhorn
Nicole Schmelzer
Barbara Schmidt
Ashley Schmillen
Michael Schnackenberg and  

Kelly Kretschmer
Robert and Sandi Schroeder
Richard Schulz 
Carl and Margaret Schwab
Brian and Patricia Scieszinski
Robert and Melissa Scigliano

Elizabeth Sedrel
Tim Sharpe and Linda Gibbs
Logan and Jennifer Short
Kim Simpson
Katrina Sletten
Joan Sloan
Michael and Katie Smith
Michaela Smith 
Wilbur and Rebecca Smith
Linda Sorenson 
Phyllis Steffen 
Eric Stegeman 
David and Nancy Stockdale
Jason and JoAnn Stone
Neil and Kari Stone
Doug and Annie Strawn
Tim and Allison Stursma
Tessa Surcouf
Angela Tague
Kenneth and Cathy Talcott
David and Sonja Tapps
Dawn Taylor
Florence Tenney
Teachers of Timberline
Kimberly Teraberry
The Levitt Foundation
Kent Thieman
Dustin and Shauna Thomas
Corissa Thompson
Jesse Thompson and Shannon Dox
Martha Tinker
Nolan Toot
Russ and Alana Trimble
John and Carol Turpen
Dustin and Julie VandeHoef
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Samantha Vandervelde
Tiffany Vasey
Brian Vaughan
Louis Veneziano and  

Dragana Kostic-Veneziano
Justin Vos
Troy and Sarah Wacht
Steve and Megan Walker
Lincoln and Kelli Wallace
Jake and Amanda Weaver
Dennis and Kimberly Weis
Mike Welter
Eryn Wernimont
Tiffany Wheeldon
Sheila White
Beth Whited
Derek and Valerie Wilcox
Lisa Williams 
Randy and Sheryl Williams
Kelly and Amy Wilson
Matt and Robyn Winner 
Amanda Wood 
Nancy Woods 
Wayne Woodworth 
Sumner and Karen Worth
Marnae Wright
Stephanie Yeoman 
Lori Zingg 

$99 AND BELOW
Richard Alexander 
Linda Alfson-Schemmel
Jeffery Allyn 
Christine Anderson 
Marti Anderson 
David and Marsha Arens

Ed and Cait Baker
WandaKay Baker and Bonnie Strom
Carol Bakkie
Kaylee Baldwin
Charles and Barbara Bare
Daniel Bartlett
Beaver Creek Elementary
Michael Becker and Debra Krum Becker
Jolene Beddow
Believe Kids
Shawn Benac
Arlene Bender
Catherine Bennett
Mark and Lynn Bishara
Steve Bixler
Herb and Penny Blankers
Darrin Blom
Jeremy Boka and Kara Collins
Michael and Jami Boldy
Gordon Bowen
Ann Brady
Caroline Brandenburg
Bill Brauch and Karen Miller
Katie Briggs 
Rebecca Brommel 
Gwendolyn Brooks 
Joshua Brott
Katie Broughton and Aaron Plies
David and Susan Brown
LuAnn Brown
Michelle Brown 
Robert and Sandra Brown
Barbara Buchanan 
Melvin Butler 
Patrick Callahan 

Stephen and Cindy Campbell
Lowell and Linda Carlson
Scott and Kristin Carlson
Adam and Jennifer Carroll
Dennis and Elizabeth Carter
Teresa Celsi 
Mark and Maria Christian
Sheila Coates 
Tim Coble 
Courtney Collier 
Marco Collins 
Berneil Colorado 
Contemporary Services Corporation 
David and Kristine Cornelder 
Alicia Cosimo 
Amie and Marie Crawford
Barbara Crawford
Sheetal Creger
William and Sue Cronin
James and Kelly Crosby
Kathy Cross 
Matthew Crowl 
Alan and Becky Crump
Ken Cumpston Jr. and Pam Cumpston
Ann Cunningham
Gwen Dann 
Michelle Daugherty 
Jane Davis 
Jerri Davis 
Shonda Deranleau 
Peggy Derby 
Martha DeVries 
Joanne Deyoe 
Doug and Sue Diaz
Jeff Dier 
Marsha Dies 
Derrick Dlouhy 
Ryan Donnell and Catherine Lucey
Debra Douglas 
Sharon Downs 
Vernon and Phyllis Drees
Janet Dunn and Norma Vandenburg
Steve and Jennifer Durick
Keith Eakins Sr. and Edna Eakins
Easter Seals of Iowa 
Sally Eggers 
William Eggers 
Matt and Libby Ehmke
Zach Eisenhauer and Emily Hartley
Emily Erickson 
Megan Erickson-Moritz 
Bruce and Victoria Fagerstrom
Dianne Fagner 
Allen and Katherine Farris
Shawn and Sherri Finney
Kyla Flatley

Suzanne Fox
Jody Frisk
Steve and Lori Fuqua
Doug and Christa Gach
Donald and Marchelle Gage
Alyson Garberoglio
Tony Gardner
Walter and Sandra Githens
Paul and Marlene Glahn
Shirley Goering
Enrique Gomez and Ana Cardoso
Samantha Gooding 
Barrett and Jenny Goodman
Christie Gordon 
Drew and Molly Gosselink
Kevin and Amanda Gould
Chris and Cheryl Graake
Dan Gracey 
JoAnn Gronert 
Melinda Grubb 
Sonya Gunderson 
Duffy Gustafson and  

Vicki Doud-Gustafson
Pierce Gustafson 
Jan Hall 
Bill Haman 
James and Peg Hammer
Roy and Marilyn Hart
Denise Hastings 
Paula Hatch 
Hawthorne Marketing Group 
James and Sarah Hayes
Michael Heart and Natilla Mullin
Jim Heithoff and Vikki Stevenson
Larry and Marilyn Heller
Beverly Helsing 
Christie Hennessey 
Ron and Louise Herndon
Michael Hildebrand
Lisa Hill 
Gary and Kathleen Hoard
Robert Hoehle 
D and B Hoffman
Ernie and Dawn Hoffman
Emily Holcombe 
John and Darla Hollinger
Tome Hope 
Jennifer Horner and Karolee Klonglan
Cathy Houck 
Shane and Chevyn Howard
Rebecca Howe
Jim and Debra Hubbartt
Angela Hunt 
Adam and Emily Hutchison
Sandra Jaarsma 
Laurie Ihry
Lauren Jacobson 

(Donors Cont.)
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David and Susan James
Douglas Jensen 
Kent Johnston and Sara Eckey-Johnson
Kent Johnson 
Jennider Johnston
Becky Jones 
David Jones 
Jerry and Mary Ann Jones
John Jones Sr and  

Elizabeth Jacobs-Jones
Mary Jordan 
Burton Joseph IV and Sable Joseph
Scott Kalberer 
Max and Joyce Kane
David and Gina Keck
Diane Keehner 
Dan and Mona Kirkpatrick
Carolyn Kisner 
Amelia Klatt 
Carol Knapp 
Bill and Beth Koenig
Joel Konen
Timothy and Nancy Korpela
Jennifer Kovac
Kelsey Kovacevich
Ken and Kris Krie
John and Kathy Krogmeier
Nick and Peggy Krueger
Max and Sandra La Blanc
Nathan and Angela Ladwig
Julie LaFollette 
Dana Lain 
Gerald and Dorothea Lalonde
Mike and Jane LaMair
Jamie Lamb and  

Jessica Lamb-Van Hemert
Julia Lantz 
Lashbrok Designs 
James Laughlin 
David Leigh 
Megan Leo
Laura Leonard 
Pam Levine 
Emily Link 
John and Karen Littler
Burton Lodwick 
Mike and Debbie Lorenz
Anna Lorey
Justin and Jessie Lowry
Anthony Manderscheid
Robert and Joan Mannheimer
John and Rhonda Marshall
Joe and Shelly Marshall
Katelyn Martinson 
Brian Martz 
Michael and Judith Matthews
Brianna Maxwell

Anthony and Natalie McBride
Rita McCarville
Brandi McCauley
Marilynne McKee
Shannon McKinney
Randy and Sue McMain
Dustin and Kelsey McNulty
Dan and Joanne McPhail
Selena Meinders
Stanley Merrell and Janice Stenson
Rex Meylor and Angie Monthei
Kristine Micheletti
Brianna Miller 
Donald and Marcia Miller
Heidi Miller
Ryan Miller and Lynne Campbell
Cassidy Moore 
Norita Moorman 
Joe and Sheila Mullen
Jake and Kari Murray
Adriana Negron 
Patrick Nepp 
Wendy Nevenhoven 
Tim and Lydia Nevins
Thomas and Rebecca Newton
Megan Nitka 
Melissa Nuzum 
Charles and Ellen O’Donnell
Jeff and June Olds
Michael and Melissa Oliver
John Owens and Jacqueline Church
Melinda Padley-Jones
Veronica Parmentier
Paws & Effect
Amanda Pearce
Brian and Amy Pearson
Bailee Person
Abigail Petersen
Terrie Phillips and Mary Sloan
David and Shari Piper
John and Amy PIttman
Stacy Plocher
Lee and Susan Pohlmann
Kara Pollpeter
Thomas Press and Donna Paulsen
Jerry Quick
Mike Quinn and Kristen Taubert
R.J. and Emily Rademacher
Mike and Kristi Reck
Artis Reis 
Sherri Rickabaugh 
Norma Carole Ridout 
Allison Riley 
Rick and Darcy Ristau
Jeanette Roam 
Elizabeth Rodas 

Harry Roeder 
Joseph and Karen Romano
Paul and Lori Rottenberg
Brandon Rowland
John Ruan IV and Alison Ruan
Janeen Ruby
Neil Ruddy and Jan Louise Kusske
Mark and Janelle Rynearson
Bryan Sacre
Steven and Judy Sandahl
Michael and Robyn Scanlon
Sam Scheidler
Robert and Kay Schertzl
Elana Schneider
Robert and Carissa Schneider
Rahmana Schooler
Allen and Tammy Schroeder
Dorene Schroeder 
Lindsey Schwartz 
Cathy Schwarzkopf 
Colette Scott 
Chris Seiberling 
Jennessa Lainey Sharratt 
Derek and Sarah Shonrock
Don Short 
John and Audrey Sidey
Alan Simonis 
Marci Simpson-Neary 
Doug and Cindy Smith
Edna Smith 
Jill Smith 
Steve Snyder 

Abigail Soeder 
Jessica Sofen 
Susan Solomon 
William and Patricia Sorsby
Southview Animal Clinic 
Bryan and Debra Spangler
Dan and Annette Spielbauer
Donna Spilman 
Russell and Rebecca Starmer
Bill and Vicki Stegmeir
Megan Stegmeir 
Ryan and Emily Stegmeir
Tressa Steuber 
Kayla Stokes 
Shakira Stowers 
Jenni Styles
David and Jennifer Suchan
Rachel Summers 
Kevin and Jocelyn Sutherland
Gary and Judy Svec
Sue Swearingen 
Magdalia Szczepanek 
Mary Tabor 
Rusty Tackenberg 
Tamir and Joy Talmon
Michael Taylor 
Steve and Susan Taylor
Selina Tefft 
Paul and Joan Thompson 
Rick and Tina Thompson
Julia Trausch 
John and Donna Trickel
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Peter and Joanne Tubbs
Gary and Melissa Tucker
Kathleen Twellman
Adam Ulmen
Ashley van Dusseldorp
Eric and Bonnie Van Ellen
William and Marilynn Van Vliete
Shirley Van Zante
Hannah Vanevera
Michael and Theresa VanSabben
Michael and Paula Venema
Jennifer Vickers
Kieran Waggoner
Marcella Wallace
Haley Waller
David Walters and Laura Sue Higgins
Kara Warme
Harold L Weatherly
Timothy and Janice Wheeldon
Anne White 
Patricia White 
Travis Wickersham 
Linda Wightman 
Paige Willis 
Thomas and Cathy Wilson
Matt and Tiffany Wood
Megan Woodall 
Adam Woods 
Molly Woodward 
Amanda Yager 
Ike and Martha Young
Neil and Alexis Young

Steven and Kathy Zumbach
72 Degrees Comfort Company
Adara Salon & Spa
Adel Family Fun Center
Rachel Amundson
Advantage Solutions
Adventureland Park
Alba
Allspice
Amend Packing
Americana
Applebee’s
Peg Armstrong-Gustafson
The Art Junkie Studio
Artisan Gallery 218
Atlantic Bottling Company
B.J. and Tiffany Baker
Liz Banker
Wanda Baraldi
Baratta’s
Baru 66
Adrianna Bell 
Bella Flora Event Design 
Bella Salon & Spa
Janiece Bergland
Lorelei Bevins
Boesen the Florist
Michael and Jami Boldy
Myrna Booth
Gordon Bowen
Bruegger’s Bagels
Canine Craze

CarX Tire & Auto
Center Grove Orchard
Chocolate Storybook
Climb Iowa
Club B-FIT Fitness Studio
James and Paula Coffey
John Cole
James Collins
Chad and Jolene Comer
Confluence Brewing Company
Contemporary Services Corporation
Julietta Cory
Jeff Coss and Kate Wheatley
Steven and Rev. Robin Coughennower
Country Inn & Suites
Courtyard by Marriott - Ankeny
Jim and Patty Cownie
Creme Cupcake & Dessert
Des Moines Airport Holiday Inn
Des Moines Buccaneers
Des Moines Community Playhouse
Des Moines Marriott Downtown
Des Moines Menace
Des Moines Social Club
Dogwoods Lodge
Doll Distributing
Drake Diner
East Village Spa
Chance and Chris Eckles
El Bait Shop
El Patio
Embassy Suites Des Moines Downtown
Estilo Salon and Day Spa
Etc! Graphics Inc.
The Family Tree
David Finch
Fleur Cinema & Cafe
Food Depot
Robert and Lisa Foss
Marvin Freund
Funny Bone Comedy Club & Restaurant
Games & More
Debra Garner
Joshua and Michelle Geneser
Sandra Geronimo
Glazed Expressions
Glowgolf
Rusty Goode
Brian and Mary Gottschalk
Granite City
Greater Des Moines Botanical Gardens
Norman and Cindy Griese
Hair By Brianne
Hampton Inn Des Moines-Airport
Ali Hassan
Alan and Val Hautekeete

Dick Hautekeete
Hill Vintage & Knits
Sarah Hinzman
Todd Huffine 
Hy-Vee
In Style Hair Design
In The Bag Corporate Cuisine
Invisible Fence
Iowa Barnstormers
Iowa Cubs
Iowa Stage Theatre Company
Iowa State University Athletics
Iowa Wild Hockey Club LLC
Irish Run Farms
Jasper Winery
Jeremy and Jennifer Johnson
Chris and Julie Kabriel
Jeff and Jill Karch
Clint and Rachel Kelderman
James and Mary Ellen Kimball
Kitchen Collage
John and Penny Kranta
Kuhlmann Farm
La James International College
La Mie Bakery
La Vida Loca Winery
Bill and Mary LaHay
John and Dana Leahy
Darren and Deb Lindley
Living History Farms
Louie’s Wine Dive
Magnolia Wine Kitchen
Mainstream Boutique
Manhattan Deli
Greg Manker and Emily Baxter
Allison Markey
Marty Raymond
Massage Envy Spa
Matilda Muse
MB2 Raceway
Meghan McBride 
Patrick McFarland
Larry Mendenhall and Nancy Eichmann
Dianna Miller
Gin Miller
Shari Miller
MiniJoops
Minnesota Zoo
National Balloon Classic
Neal Smith National Wildlife Refuge 
Neumann Brothers Inc 
Noah’s Ark Ristorante
Noodles & Company
Paws ‘n’ More Professional Pet Sitting
Peace Tree Brewery
Lois Peters

(Donors Cont.)
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Kyle O’Dea
Pink Beaver
Polk County Conservation
Prairie Meadows
Projects Contemporary Furniture
Que Sera — Valley Junction
Raygun
RazzMaTazz Face Painting 
Thomas and Sally Reavely
Red Door Photo & Design 
RedRossa
Michael and Catherine Renner
RoCA
Dennis and Michelle Rolling
Roslin’s Salon & Day Spa
Rube’s Steakhouse
Bryan Sacre
Salisbury House Foundation
Saxton Inc.
Josh Schwake
Serenity Couture Valley West
Seven Oaks Recreation
Melissa Sharer
Sheraton West Des Moines Hotel
Sheels All Sports
Signature Nails & Spa
Sky Zone Des Moines
Solheim Cup
Spaghetti Works
Splash Seafood Bar and Grill
Janelle Spragg
Springhill Suites by Marriott  

West Des Moines
Russell and Rebecca Starmer
Summerset Winery
Tacopocalypse
Angela Tague
Tandem Brick Gallery & Frame
Templeton Rye
Terrace Hill
The Cheese Shop
The Escape — Des Moines
The Family Tree Yoga & Massage
The Iowa Taproom
The Outside Scoop
Tournament Club of Iowa
Trader Joe’s
Trostel’s Greenbriar and Trostel’s DISH
Two Men and A Truck 
Versona
Vom Fass
Mark and Charlene Vukovich
Warrior Lanes
Waterfront Seafood Market 
Steve and Patty Weeks
Wellman’s Pub
Wines of Iowa

Wobbly Boots Roadhouse
Megan Woodall
Marnae Wright
Richard and Jill Wright
Y Service Club
Z’Mariks Noodle Cafe

GIFTS IN MEMORY  
OR HONOR

David Allen
Jeffery and Chloe Allyn
Timothy and Janice Wheeldon
Ernie and Dawn Hoffman
David and Marsha Arens
Gregg Gustafson and  

Peg Armstrong-Gustafson
Bankers Trust
William and Marjorie Baum
Michael Becker and  

Deborah Krum Becker
Bob Brown Chevrolet
Stuart Broms and Carol Bower-Broms
Adam and Jennifer Carroll
Christopher’s Fine Jewelry
Mark Clark and Katie Roth
Barbara Crawford
William and Sue Cronin
James Earley
Sally Eggers
Bennett and Leisa Ely
Bruce and Victoria Fagerstrom
Shawn and Sherri Finney
Gary Fischer
Andrew Flynn
Flynn Wright
Doug and Christa Gach
Jo Ghrist
Melinda Grubb
Carl and Sally Harris
Hawthorne Marketing Group
Larry and Marilyn Heller
Pat Henson
Ron and Louise Herndon
D and B Hoffman
Dennis and Jacqueline Hogan
Michael C. and Deborah S. Hubbell
Angela Hunt
IOGC
Iowa State Bank
David and Susan James
Kent Johnson and Sara Eckey-Johnson
Jerry and Mary Ann Jones
David Jones
John Jones Sr and  

Elizabeth Jacobs-Jones
David and Gina Keck
Aaron and Karen Kennedy

Kirke Financial Services
Carol Knapp
Nick and Peggy Krueger
Mike and Jane LaMair
Lashbrok Designs
Laura Leonard
Caroline Tracy Levine
LMC Insurance
Brian Martz
Anthony and Natalie McBride
Kevin McLaughlin and  

B.J. James-McLaughlin
Randy and Sue McMain
Dr. Richard and Polly Moore
Joe and Sheila Mullen
Wendy Nevenhoven
David and Shari Piper
John and Amy PIttman
Leroy and V.L. Plank
Michael and Cindy Rovner
Steven and Judy Sandahl
Sam Scheidler
Tim Sharpe and Linda Gibbs
Tim and Anne Shimerdla
Marci Simpson-Neary
Jill Smith
Steve Snyder
David and Becky Stark
Doug and Annie Strawn
Steve and Susan Taylor
Teachers of Timberline
The William and Ann  

Trebilcock Foundation

John and Carol Turpen
William and Marilynn Van Vliete
Mark and Charlene Vukovich
West Bank
Thomas and Cathy Wilson
Sumner and Karen Worth
Steven and Kathy Zumbach
Ike and Martha Young
Gwendolyn Brooks
Jane Davis
Vernon and Phyllis Drees
BH Management
Cameron and Susan Risser
Alan Simonis
Emily Holcombe
Lauren Jacobson
Jeff and Cathy Harty
Selena Meinders
Keri Weston-Stoll
Linda Alfson Schemmel
Mark and Lynn Bishara
Mark Putney
Tim and Toni Urban
Sumner and Karen Worth
Jo Ghrist
The Levitt Foundation
Rick and Darcy Ristau
Susan Solomon
Jeff and Melissa Clayton
Ryan Donnell and Catherine Lucey
Gregg Gustafson and  

Peg Armstrong-Gustafson
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Keri Weston-Stoll
Courtney Collier
Jeff and Cathy Harty
Colette Scott
Charles and Barbara Bare
Shawn Benac
James Laughlin
Joan Sloan
Edward Rubacha
Joan Bundy Law Firm
Terrie Phillips and Mary Sloan
Neil Ruddy and Jan Louise Kusske
Tim and Connie Rock
Dan and Kate Rowley
Doug and Cindy Smith
Kevin and Jocelyn Sutherland
Tim and Connie Rock
Artis Reis
Kimberly Teraberry
Kara Warme
Cindy Snell
Harold L. Weatherly
Stephanie and Mike Yeoman

ARTIST
Nibras Abdalla
Rachel Admundson
Beth Armstrong
The Art Junkie Studio
Amanda Arthur-Struss
Ann Au
Kaylee Baldwin
Liz Banker

Wanda Baraldi
Emily Baxter
James and Holly Bearden
Chris Beckwith and Jessica Carr
Samantha Beckwith
Adrianna Bell
Beka Bell
Janiece Bergland
Lorelei Bevins
Michael and Jami Boldy
David Borzo
Gordon Bowen
Nancy Briggs
Susanne Briggs
Sherresse Buzard
Breona Carroll
Larry Castek
Gail Chavenelle
Kent Clisby
Jim and Paula Coffey
John Cole
James Collins
Jeff Coss and Kate Wheatley
Steven and Rev. Robin Coughennower
Joe and Mia Countryman
Debra Crawford
Julie Cremer
Luke Dietrich
Melissa Dunagan
Ron Durnavich
Keith Eakins Sr. and Edna Eakins
Chance and Chris Eckles
Michael Epperson

Patricia Farr
Richard and Rosemary
Jim and Allison Fleming
Linda Folden
Robert and Lisa Foss
Julia Franklin
Marvin Freund
Benjamin Gardner
Debra Garner
Hannah Gebhart
Joshua and Michelle Geneser
Sandra Geronimo
Colleen Gleason
Samantha Gooding
Julietta Griffioen
Melinda Grubb
Lupita Gutierrez
Janet Hart-Heinicke
Emily Hartley
Ali Hassan
Ron and Heidi Hendrickson
Maddi Hennessey
Bethany Hiatt
Rob and Angela Hilbert
Crystal J.L. Hird
Gary and Kathleen Hoard
Marijke Hodgson
Brian and Kim
Jim and Debra Hubbartt
Lance and Amara Huffine
Todd Huffine
Ann Hutchins
Isabel Bloom
Mike and Nancy Itani
Karen Johnson
Steve and Deborah Jurshak
Melinda Kable
Jeff and Jill Karch
Bill and Barb Keck
Samantha Kemp
James and Mary Ellen Kimball
Mary Kline-Misol
John and Penny Krantz
Dana K. Leahy
Scott Leckrone
Todd and Linda Lewis
Liz Lidgett
F. Scott Lindsey
Allison Markey
Amber Martenson
Frank Mathias
Shannon Mayhew
Meghan McBride
Monte and Brenda McDanel
Patrick McFarland
Troy and Becky McIntosh

Larry Mendenhall and Nancy Eichmann
Lori Micheletti
Shandy Mikkelsen
Shari Miller
Jami Milne
Mike and Danice Montgomery
Kindra Noel
Kyle O’Dea
Shawn and Misty Palek
William Powell
Thomas and Sally Reavely
Michael and Catherine Renner
Elizabeth Rhiner
Tia Rodemeyer
Dennis and Michelle Rolling
Laura Roy
Bryan Sacre
Cesar Ryan Sajulan
Pat Schermerhorn
Josh Schwake
Joe Sciorrotta
Melissa Sharer
Dave and Laura Sherlock
Reggie and Stephanie Small
Cheri Sorensen
Bryan and Debra Spangler
Janelle Spragg
Bill and Vicki Stegmeir
Erik Stegmeir
Jacob Stegmeir
Megan Stegmeir
Ryan and Emily Stegmeir
Daniel Sterrett
Shakira Stowers
Hannah Sutor
Tom and Ellie Swale
Angela Tague
Allison and Nick TeBockhorst
Laura Travnicek
Fred Truck
Megan Van Gundy
Mark and Charlene Vukovich
Charles and Megan Wandag
Steve and Patty Weeks
Jeff Weikert
Stith WIggs and Rachael Muhs
Wine and Canvas Des Moines
Rob Wisniewski
Gabe William Wolf
Jeff and Marnae Wright
Richard and Jill Wright
Larry Zach

(Donors Cont.)
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Financial 
Information

19+19+22+6+11+9+2+3+9+K$9,239,322

CONTRIBUTIONS
$1,797,561

EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS

$273,705

SPECIAL EVENTS
$816,903

TRAIN RIDES
$225,981

GIFT SHOP
$781,927

MEMBERSHIP
$981,609

ZOO EXPERIENCES
$549,097

CAPITAL PROJECTS
$2,015,579

ADMISSIONS
$1,796,960

REVENUE 22+6+27+6+11+5+2+21+M
PARK  

OPERATIONS 
& EVENTS
$1,668,233

EDUCATION
$477,288

ANIMAL CARE
$2,062,798

GIFT SHOP & 
CONCESSIONS

$477,616

FACILITIES & 
MAINTENANCE

$876,243

FUNDRAISING
$340,780

CONSERVATION
$108,958

MANAGEMENT 
& GENERAL
$1,634,210

$7,646,126
EXPENSES

FISCAL YEAR 2017 11.1.16 – 10.31.17

Blank 
Park Zoo 

Foundation
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7401 SW 9th Street
Des Moines, IA 50315

P. 515.285.4722 

Accreditation by the Association of 
Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) ensures 

the highest level of excellence 
in animal care, exceeding 

professional standards for animal 
welfare and management, 

veterinary care, behavioral 
enrichment, nutrition and staff 

training. AZA accreditation 
standards exceed currently 

established local, state and federal 
guidelines. AZA continually 

monitors accredited organizations 
and every accredited zoo and 
aquarium must go through the 

entire process every five years. 
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