
A New Destination for
Iowa’s Wildest Adventure7401 SW 9th St., Des Moines IA 50315  |  www.blankparkzoo.com  |  515.974.2589

“ In the end, we conserve only what 
we love. We will love only what we 
understand. We will understand only 
what we are taught.” 

Bada Dioum, 
Senegalese poet



mission
The mission of the Blank Park Zoo is to inspire  
an appreciation of the natural world through  
conservation, education and recreation.

vision
For over 40 years, as Iowa’s only accredited 
Zoological Park, Blank Park Zoo has beckoned people 
of every age to discover the wonder and awe of coming 
face to face with Earth’s wild creatures. It’s an encounter 
powerful enough to awaken our deepest concern for 
animals and their survival.

No other cultural attraction in the state touches more 
visitors with this kind of eye-opening, inspirational 
experience. Having a truly great zoo in our midst is a 
direct reflection of the Zoo’s commitment to building a 
better future for wildlife through innovative efforts in 
education, species conservation and animal management, 
and Iowa’s commitment to create a truly great state in 
which to live, work and play. It’s a testament to our state’s 
generous spirit!

In 2009, more than 400,000 people visited the Blank 
Park Zoo. In fact, more guests visit here than any other 
cultural attraction that tracks attendance in Iowa 
Each individual that enters our gates represents an 
opportunity; a chance to introduce representatives  
of the wild world, to convey our intertwined connections 

to the animal kingdom, and to encourage individuals  
to affect positive change in the world. Each exhibit and 
event is an invitation for discovery and action.

Today, Blank Park Zoo is poised to become an even 
stronger force for conservation and education by 
launching a long-term plan that includes new and 
improved exhibits, new animals, new educational 
opportunities, new conservation initiatives and a new 
vision for the Zoo’s impact on the community and 
responsibility to all of Iowa. 
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“  Your vision will become clear when you look 
into your heart. Who looks outside dreams. Who 
looks inside, awakens.”

Carl Jung, 
Swiss Psychiatrist



To meet the challenges facing 
wildlife around the globe, we must create 
opportunities for people to connect to the natural world 
and to raise awareness about the importance of nature 
to people’s lives. In our increasingly urban world, people 
are becoming disconnected from nature and many no 
longer view the natural world as relevant to their lives. By 
providing direct experiences with animals, Blank Park Zoo 
serves as a catalyst for re-acquainting and re-engaging our 
audiences – the state of Iowa and all our visitors – with 
wild animals and the wild places that sustain them.

By expanding Blank Park Zoo – building new exhibits, 
improving old ones, increasing our education reach and 
strengthening our conservation message – we are creating 
a unique and fun environment that improves our quality 
of life and are facilitating those necessary connections that 
will impact positive local and global change.

Conservation
When people are given the opportunity to connect  
with animals, they are far more likely to care about the 
conservation of wildlife and wild lands.

Each scientist, animal keeper, member, volunteer, donor, 
school child, educator, neighbor, and visitor is a potential 
conservation leader. As a species, we significantly impact  
our environment. Each choice we make helps or harms.  

At Blank Park Zoo, we seek to make our impact a positive 
one and to show others how easy it is to do the same at home, 
at school, and in our everyday lives. Every Blank Park Zoo 
endeavor, from recycling programs to Species Survival Plans 
(SSP), from exhibits and outreach activities to curricula and 
conferences, is a means to inspire conservation leadership.

Blank Park Zoo is passionately working to promote a  
connection between visitors and the natural world, both 
locally and globally, and plans to actively increase its 
public education and outreach and active participation in 
conservation initiatives here in Iowa and around the world.

Education
As Iowa’s only zoo, it is our responsibility to create a real 
connection between Iowa’s children and environmental 
issues impacting their lives here and in the larger world. 
The world’s wild animals and wild lands are in peril;  
Blank Park Zoo strives to continue being a local and 
global leader for cultural, environmental, animal and  
conservation education.

Blank Park Zoo is a valuable education resource for 
teachers and students, providing a wide range of 
programs that connect classrooms to the living world. 
The Zoo’s education programs also engage audiences 
at the Zoo, online, and in schools, community centers 
and libraries throughout the state. From our Pre-

Our Dream

kindergarten programs like Zoo Tots, to our Zoo schools 
and our outreach education programs to senior centers, 
the Zoo is working hard to become THE major resource 
for environmental learning for the State of Iowa.

Building a new Education Center will allow our education 
staff to create more programs on-site, through outreach 
and online, reaching more audiences around the state, 
including at-risk and underserved children who may only 
have two outlets to learn about the larger world – their 
classrooms and Blank Park Zoo.

Recreation
Recent studies affirm that zoo visits impact human 
behavior. Interaction with live animals, many of which 
are threatened in the wild focuses visitor attention on 
their own role in solving environmental problems. The 
key to protecting wildlife and nature is changing human 
behavior, and our programs and visitor experiences 
at Blank Park Zoo seek to transform curiosity about 
animals into compassionate action.

Blank Park Zoo takes its responsibility and commitment 
to Iowa seriously and strives to provide an environment 
where visitors and communities from around Iowa 
feel welcome.  Recognizing our communities have 
several needs going unmet, Blank Park Zoo strives to 
find creative avenues for partnerships that meet those 
community needs and understands the responsibility it 
has to serve a large variety of people through its projects 
and programs.

As we celebrate over 40 years, we look forward to 
an exciting future and to transforming our Zoo into 
a world-class destination with new major exhibits 
and learning opportunities for all families and ages, 
opportunities to have a direct impact on conservation 
initiatives, and reaching out to our community to meet 
needs we may not even know are there. 

“ The biggest misconception about our Zoo is all we 
do is recreation. We do so much more than that. 
We want to be a statewide resource for educating 
Iowa’s children – to inform them about the 
environment, species survival and how it affects 
them and their lives going forward. We want to 

help increase our conservation  
efforts throughout  
the state and make the 
Zoo a cultural institution 

for the state of Iowa.”

Mark Vukovich,
CEO Blank Park Zoo
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“ Our hope in supporting the 
Zoo is that we will enhance 
this family friendly attraction  
for our family as well as 
others like us, and that it  
will be a legacy to our 
children—one that they will  
be able to share with their 
own children someday.” 

Isaiah and Megan McGee, Waukee, Iowa 
Blank Park Zoo Supporters
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Blank Park Zoo strives to make a 
positive impact on the community 
and create opportunities for people to connect with 
the natural world impart by providing a safe place for 
children and families to enjoy while learning about wild 
animals and the wild places in which they live. While 
serving more than 400,000 visitors each year from all  
99 counties in Iowa and surrounding states, teaching 
100,000 participants in our education programs, and 
feeding, watering and caring for 2,500 animals, the 
Zoo continues to remain an asset to the Des Moines 
community and a fun, happy place for the state of Iowa. 

Education
Education based on discovery and joy instills passion 
for the natural world. Our programs for every generation 
rely on hands-on learning to foster a lifelong relationship 
with nature. It’s important to expand our enrichment 
programs to children of all ages, parents and teachers 
across the state and to provide ample classroom 
accommodations and necessary materials needed to 
conduct our programs. 

Highlights include
   •  Our Zoo Tots program continues its annual success, 

with more than 400 kids and parents filling every seat 
in the classes offered.

   •  The Education Department conducts more than  
800 programs reaching over 115,000 people

   •  Nearly 500 children attend Summer Safari camp 
where campers enjoy hands-on activities, crafts,  

games, and live animals all relating to different 
cultures and environmental topics.

   •  The Education department continues to acquire 
several new insects and animals to utilize in 
programs on and offsite including: Malaysian walking 
sticks, Peruvian green and gold millipedes, ferrets, 
green tree frogs, hedgehogs, and many more.

Conservation
Now more than ever, conservation is vital for both animal 
and environmental survival. We hope our guests realize 
that many of the animals they encounter are ambassadors 
for their counterparts, whose future may well be in peril. 

Interactive exhibits and active participation in the  
captive population management of endangered  
species support the Zoo’s mission for conservation.  
Blank Park Zoo is dedicated to making a positive impact  
on wildlife and environmental conservation through:
   •  Public Education
   •  Staff and visitor participation in conservation efforts
   •  Participation in species recovery plans, population 

management plans and species survival plans
   •  Water lab project
   •  Public exhibit on the recycling process of red  

wriggler worms
   •  Learning Environmental Action Programs (LEAP)
   •  Seafood Watch Public Awareness programming
   •  Zoo “TV” Conservation Spots
   •  Coins for conservation
   •  And many more

Our Success

Additionally, for more than 10 years, Blank Park Zoo has 
been dedicated to providing financial support for local 
and international conservation programs and alliances. 
This year’s projects include:
   •  Northern Crawfish Frog Research Project
   •  Hornbill Research Foundation: Family Adoption Program
   •  Center for Ecological Survival
   •  Snow Leopard Trust 
   •  Pan African Sanctuary Alliance (PASA)
   •  Warren County Osprey Reintroduction Project

Recreation
For more than 40 years, Blank Park Zoo has been  
a part of this community. Generations have come to  
commune with the natural world. We are here to make 
sure the experience is extraordinary. Throughout the  
year, Blank Park Zoo provides a variety of special events 

that benefit the community by providing entertainment 
for kids of all ages. More than 88,000 people attend these 
events, made possible through the generous support of 
community sponsors and devoted volunteers. 

Blank Park Zoo is a place to learn, spend quality  
time, gain a better understanding of our intimate  
connection to nature, and just have a wild adventure!
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“ Gloria and I recognized sometime back that the Zoo incorporates into 
one package education, entertainment, conservation, and countless 
opportunities for quality family time. The Zoo is instrumental in 
providing Des Moines and Iowa premium status for family life. We’re 
grateful to be supporters and are enthusiastic about future growth.”

Bob and Gloria Burnett, 
Zoo Supporters and Community Philanthropists



“ Blank Park Zoo is a one-of-a-
kind experience that strives 
to make an educational 
and economic impact 
throughout the state of Iowa. 
In addition to being one of 
the top cultural attractions 
in the state, it’s also an 
economic generator for 
the city of Des Moines.”

Governor Robert D. Ray, 
Former Iowa Governor, 1969-1983 
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Enhance Quality of Life for Iowans
Young professionals and their families expect a 

top notch zoo in their community. Like art centers, civic 
centers and symphonies, zoos enhance the quality of life 
for everyone. A great zoo can be a point of pride, adding 
measurably to our state’s cultural fabric.
         

Assist Corporations with work          
force development

Our corporate partners can attest, world-class 
amenities, including a world-class zoo helps companies 
to attract and retain a quality workforce. 

 Increase Commercial Development  
Opportunities

The expansion is a key element of a “superblock” 
concept of green growth in an urban setting. Our plan 
will be a model of growth for cities throughout America 
looking to create unique opportunities for commercial 
growth in depressed market areas. 

Provide opportunities for science and  
conservation education at an early age 

through our multi-faceted education programs
Zoos can inspire an interest in science and conservation 
for audiences increasingly removed from the natural 
world.

Provide opportunities for visitors to create 
a connection to a world larger than Iowa

Many Iowans never get the opportunity to experience 
another country and its culture. Blank Park Zoo 
provides opportunities to understand what it is like to 
be a Masai warrior who lives with lions on a daily basis 
or an Australian farmer who has wallabies on his ranch.

     Increase Economic Development 
for the state of Iowa

As a top cultural attraction for the state of Iowa, Blank 
Park Zoo is a vital economic resource. From expenses 
generated directly at the Zoo to other visitor spending 
such as dining, lodging and shopping, the financial 
impact of the Zoo greatly affects our state, stimulating 
our regional and state economies.  

Increase Tourism in Central Iowa. 
Each year, Iowans spend $5.24 million at Omaha’s 

Henry Doorly Zoo. Creating a world-class attraction 
will bring more visitors to Central Iowa from around the 
state and the region.

Our Commitment
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3Iowa is home to a remarkable number of top-
ranked cultural, scientific and educational institutions 
supported by public and private dollars. A similar vision 
of excellence has been established for Blank Park Zoo. 
Blank Park Zoo has consistently played a vital role in the 
well-being of Iowans. Through economic development, 
tourism and quality of life, Blank Park Zoo strives to 
continue positively impacting our community.

Blank Park Zoo’s growth will continue to have a positive 
impact on many aspects of Iowan’s lives. It will:

“ The Blank Park Zoo is one of those important 

city amenities that strengthens our community. 

When complete, the Zoo’s expansion will 

enhance our ability to attract and retain a 

quality workforce as well as greatly impact the 

quality of life for Iowans and their families.” 

J. Barry Griswell 
President, Greater Des Moines Community Foundation; 

Former Chairman, Principal Financial Group
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“ Did you know that giraffe 
have purple tongues?” 
Megan asks Jonathan. 
Megan loves to see, touch 
and learn about all the 
animals at the Blank Park 
Zoo and she loves to share 
the experience with her 
baby brother. Jim and I 
think a day at the Zoo with 
the grandkids is a delight!”

Allison and Jim Fleming, 
Community Philanthropists
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six key points of expansion:
gateway to africa
australian outback adventure
park entrance
discovery center & plaza
sea lion and penguin exhibits
future expansion

existing buildings
future development
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There’s an amazing world right here, 
underneath our feet, filled with animals of every shape 
and size, plants of every form and color and natural 
spaces that can only be described as magical.  
Unfortunately, most of us spend our lives knowing only 
the tiniest part of this great world. Blank Park Zoo is 
committed to bringing conservation, education and  
recreation to the people of Iowa so we may better  
understand the amazing world around us. 

We have begun an exciting new journey to expand 
the Zoo to a world-class facility with greater 

capacity to serve our growing and diverse community. 
We invite you to join us in our endeavor. With your 
help, we can make our zoo bigger, better and continue 
to ensure its place as Iowa’s Wildest Adventure!

The vision in creating a world-class zoo requires 
that we simultaneously raise funds to create new 
zoo experiences, develop new and strengthen 

existing partnerships and initiatives, sustain 
and provide existing programs and provide 

ongoing operational and financial stability. 

Your Gift
Your gift is needed to make the new Blank Park Zoo a reality!

“ My decision to donate 18 acres of land to the Bank 
Park Zoo was an easy one. I can think of no better 
way to develop the land to benefit the community 
than with the Zoo.”

 
William C. Knapp 

Developer and Philanthropist
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Widespread support is needed
The campaign has planned diversity of funding, which includes private philanthropic dollars from individuals, 
corporations and foundations as well as commitments from the City of Des Moines, Polk County, the state of Iowa 
and the federal government.

How to Give
   •  By check or cash
   •  With appreciated securities
   •  With a pledge (to be paid over 1-5 years)
   •  With a bequest in your will
   •  With a life income gift such as a charitable remainder trust or charitable gift annuity
   •  With tangible personal property

Gifts of all sizes are needed. The contributions of many will combine to form a solid foundation of support. Together, 
we can build a new world-class zoo. All gifts to the Wild About Animals campaign are deductible to the fullest extent of 
the law. The Blank Park Zoo Foundation is a 501(c)(3) organization under the Internal Revenue Code. 

By helping to create and sustain the Zoo’s legacy, it becomes your legacy.

You can help now by contributing online at www.blankparkzoo.com or by sending a gift to 7401 SW 
9th St., Des Moines, Iowa, 50315. Many naming opportunities exist. For more information, please  
contact the Development Department at 515-974-2589 or development@blankparkzoo.org. 

i



“ This is your community, 
your state, your world to 
create - a world where you 
can enjoy yourself. The 
Zoo is a lifelong learning 
environment that really 
helps the fabric of Des 
Moines, the residential and 
business communities be a 
better place to live - but it’s 
all about a team, all about 
making your state better 
- you can’t grow without a 
team. Now is the time to join 
us and make an impact like 
no other organization can.”

 
Mike Hubbell and Loretta Sieman,  

Blank Park Zoo Capital Campaign Co-Chairs
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add card die cut

We hope we have inspired you  

to become involved as a  

supporter of this exciting  

and immersive project. 

Be sure to read the enclosed supplemental materials 

to learn why your contribution to the Wild About 

Animals project is critical. Blank Park Zoo occupies 

a unique niche in the quality of life in Iowa. It is a 

living classroom for eager learners, an employer of 

passionate professionals, a catalyst of economic 

growth and a magnet for tourists. Blank Park Zoo  

has a “Wild” adventure for everyone!!!
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“ In the end, we conserve only what 
we love. We will love only what we 
understand. We will understand only 
what we are taught.” 

Bada Dioum, 
Senegalese poet


