
 J A N U A R Y

DISCOVER.
CONNECT.

TAKE ACTION. 

Discover the natural world with
these fun at-home activities! 



Corals are marine invertebrates
that typically form compact
colonies of many identical
individual polyps.

Coral

Polyps
 are animals

without  bones!
Invertebrates

CORAL REEF

Why are coral reefs important?
Coral reefs are among the most biologically diverse and valuable ecosystems on Earth.
About 25% of all marine life, including over 4,000 species of fish, are dependent on coral
reefs at some point in their life cycle.

Stony corals are a type of coral characterized by their hard skeleton. They are the
bedrock of the reef. Stony coral colonies are composed of hundreds of thousands of
individual living polyps.

A coral reef is an ecosystem that is complex and full of many different species that
interact with each other and the physical environment.

Did you know?!
Coral is a class of
colonial animal that is
related to hydroids,
jellyfish and sea
anemones!

Habitat, feeding, spawning, and nursery grounds for over 1 million
aquatic species, including commercially harvested fish species.
Food for people living near coral reefs, especially on small islands.
Recreation opportunities, such as fishing, scuba diving, and
snorkeling, which contribute billions of dollars to local economies.
Protection of coastal infrastructure and prevention of loss of life
from storms, tsunamis, floods, and erosion.

What do healthy coral reefs provide?

Stony Coral



Discover. Connect. Take Action. 

What can you do to help? 

Try out reusable straws and water bottles.
Bring reusable grocery bags with you when you head
to the store. 
Learn what’s recyclable - visit Metro Waste online
or schedule an in-person tour of their new state of
the art Metro Recycling Facility located in Grimes.

Stomp the Straw
Single-use plastics, such as straws, are among the

most common items polluting our waterways and other
natural areas. Help us by reducing your single-use

plastic use!

CORAL CONSERVATION

What is Blank Park Zoo doing to help? 
 

AZA-Florida Reef Tract Rescue Project (AZA-FRTRP)
Blank Park Zoo has joined other AZA-accredited facilities and are

working together to keep rescued coral safe until they can be returned!
 

AZA-FRTRP is focused on the rescue and housing of Florida's corals
affected by stony coral tissue loss disease. We hope to increase the

overall coral population before we return them to the ocean once the
disease outbreak is no longer a threat. Facilities and supporters are

caring for nearly 2,000 rescued Florida corals. 
 

Want to learn more - check out our YouTube page for videos about how
we care for corals at the Zoo. 

 What is the problem?
North America's largest coral reef is in trouble. The Florida Coral Reef is
facing an unprecedented coral disease outbreak - stony coral tissue loss

disease. 
 

Over 109,700 acres of Florida’s Coral Reef has been affected – that's an
area approximately the same size as Des Moines, West Des Moines and

Ankeny combined. 
 

Stony coral tissue loss disease is highly lethal. Once a coral begins to
lose living tissue, the colony will likely die within months or even weeks. 

https://www.mwatoday.com/waste-recycling/recycling-disposal-guide/
https://www.youtube.com/@BlankParkZooDesMoines


Type of Item Tally Total

Plastic bottle   

Straw (single-use)   

Ziploc bag   

Plastic
shopping bag

  

Food container   

Cups, dishes &
utensils
(single-use)

  

Packaging   

   

   

   

Plastic Tracker
Plastic pollution is a serious threat to waterways across the globe. Many people
don't realize how much plastic their households use in a week. By tracking our

plastic usage, we can work to think of ways to reduce our use.

Instructions:
Over the course of the week, keep track of how much single use plastic you use by tallying
below. We've listed some common types and left empty spots to add any additional items. At
the end of the week, add up your tally marks to calculate your totals.

What about
recycling?

According to the EPA,
<10% of plastic used in

the US ends up being
recycled.



Doing Our Part
Iowa is a part of the Mississippi River watershed. 

 

What is a watershed? A watershed is a land area that channels rainfall and snowmelt to
creeks, streams, and rivers, and eventually to outflow points such as reservoirs, bays, and

the ocean. Watersheds can carry debris long distances to large bodies of water.

Photo source: https://www.epa.gov/ms-htf/mississippiatchafalaya-river-basin-marb

Break the code below to learn 4 ways Iowans can make sure marine debris or trash doesn't
end up in the oceans.

RED UCA TF S

_  _  _  _  _  _ _  _  _  _  _  _

_  _  _  _  _ _  _  _  _  _



REFUSE As much as possible, say "no thanks" to items that are made of or packaged
in plastic, and reach for ones that are reusable!
REDUCE If you have to use plastic, try to cut back on the amount.
REUSE Get creative! Whenever you can, find ways to recycle and reuse your trash with
new purposes. When things break, try to repair them before tossing them out.
REACT If you see debris or trash, clean it up! Remind others to practice the "Four Rs."

ANSWERS: refuse, reduce, reuse & react
 

There are four easy things you can do to help fight marine debris, or trash, even right here
in Iowa. They are called the "Four Rs"

1.

2.
3.

4.

Source: OR&R's Marine Debris Program | (noaa.gov)

TAKE THE PLEDGE!
How can you follow the "Four R's?" Write your pledges below. 

 

I can refuse

I can reduce

I can reuse

I can react

https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/


Corals come in a variety
of colors and shapes. 

 

Color your own! 




