
 J A N U A R Y

DISCOVER.
CONNECT.

TAKE ACTION. 

Discover the natural world with
these fun at-home activities! 



Corals are marine invertebrates
that typically form compact
colonies of many identical
individual polyps.

Coral

Polyps
 are animals

without  bones!
Invertebrates

CORAL REEF

Why are coral reefs important?
Coral reefs are among the most biologically diverse and valuable ecosystems on Earth.
About 25% of all marine life, including over 4,000 species of fish, are dependent on coral
reefs at some point in their life cycle.

Stony corals are a type of coral characterized by their hard skeleton. They are the
bedrock of the reef. Stony coral colonies are composed of hundreds of thousands of
individual living polyps.

A coral reef is an ecosystem that is complex and full of many different species that
interact with each other and the physical environment.

Did you know?!
Coral is a class of
colonial animal that is
related to hydroids,
jellyfish and sea
anemones!

What do healthy coral reefs provide?
Habitat, feeding, spawning, and nursery grounds for over 1 million
aquatic species, including commercially harvested fish species.
Food for people living near coral reefs, especially on small islands.
Recreation opportunities, such as fishing, scuba diving, and
snorkeling, which contribute billions of dollars to local economies.
Protection of coastal infrastructure and prevention of loss of life
from storms, tsunamis, floods, and erosion.

Stony Coral



Discover. Connect. Take Action. 

What is Blank Park Zoo doing to help? 
AZA-Florida Reef Tract Rescue Project (AZA-FRTRP)

Blank Park Zoo has joined other AZA-accredited facilities and are
working together to keep rescued coral safe until they can be returned!

AZA-FRTRP is focused on the rescue and housing of Florida's corals
affected by stony coral tissue loss disease. We hope to increase the

overall coral population before we return them to the ocean once the
disease outbreak is no longer a threat. Facilities and supporters are

caring for nearly 2,000 rescued Florida corals. 

Want to learn more - check out our YouTube page for videos about how
we care for corals at the Zoo. 

What can you do to help? 

The Monterey Bay Aquarium Seafood Watch 
program helps consumers and businesses make choices

for a healthy ocean. Many of the fish we enjoy are in
trouble due to destructive fishing and farming practices.
Seafood Watch assesses how specific fisheries or farms
perform against our rigorous standards. You can make a
difference for our ocean by making responsible seafood

choices.

Scan the QR Code to download a Seafood Watch Pocket
Guide to help you make sustainable purchases. 

CORAL CONSERVATION
 What is the problem?

North America's largest coral reef is in trouble. The Florida Coral Reef is
facing an unprecedented coral disease outbreak - stony coral tissue loss

disease. 

Over 109,700 acres of Florida’s Coral Reef has been affected – that's an
area approximately the same size as Des Moines, West Des Moines and

Ankeny combined. 

Stony coral tissue loss disease is highly lethal. Once a coral begins to
lose living tissue, the colony will likely die within months or even weeks. 

https://www.youtube.com/@BlankParkZooDesMoines


Coral Anatomy
Anatomy is the science of learning about the body parts of living organisms, such as

animals and plants. Learn more about the parts of a coral polyp. Study the image
below, then match the body part with its definition.

Tentacle

Mouth

Stomach
Basal Plate

Endoderm

Surrounds the mouth and is used to capture prey like plankton and
fish

1.

Takes in food and expels waste2.

Layer where the zooxanthellae live3.

Anchors the polyp and makes calcium carbonate (limestone)4.

Absorbs nutrients and excretes waste5.

DefinitionBody Part

Answers: 1. tentacles 2. mouth 3. endoderm 4. basal plate 5. stomach



Corals come in a variety
of colors and shapes. 

Color your own! 




