
O C T O B E R  

DISCOVER.
CONNECT.

TAKE ACTION. 

Discover the natural world with
these fun at-home activities! 



Sustainable Palm Oil 
When harvested sustainably, palm oil is our best
option for an edible vegetable oil, requiring less

land, pesticides and fertilizers than other oil
alternatives. When harvested unsustainably,
millions of acres of rainforest in Borneo &

Sumatra are cut down each year to plant more
oil palm.

Download the palm oil app to find out which
products are produced sustainably. 

Discover. Connect. Take Action. 

Ptera: Female 
DOB: May 12, 2006

Virginia: Female
DOB: June 6, 2006

Cinereous vultures are the heaviest and largest of
ALL raptors. They are found soaring above hills,
mountains and deep forests ranging from Europe to
Asia and can forage over hundreds of miles in a
single day while searching for food. 

They have big jobs and are responsible for keeping
ecosystems clean by consuming carrion (animal
carcasses) quickly and efficiently. Vultures are often
times called nature's clean-up crew! Their stomach
acid is so strong it can even dissolve metal. By
cleaning up animal carcasses they are preventing
the spread of disease. 
 

CINEREOUS VULTURE

The Vulture Conservation Foundation
is the world’s leading wildlife organization
solely dedicated to protecting, conserving

and restoring Europe’s four species of
vultures.

Their vision is to see populations be self-
sustaining, healthy and each species to

have a good conservation status and
occupying most of their former ranges,
supported by good quality habitats, and

valued by people.





Iowa is home to numerous species of raptors including barn owls, bald eagles,
sharp-shinned hawks and turkey vultures. Red-tailed hawks and turkey

vultures are two of the most common raptors that we see. How can you tell
them apart?

A raptor is a carnivorous
(meat-eating) bird. All raptors

share at least three main
characteristics:

Keen eyesight
Hooked beak

Eight sharp talons

Red-tailed hawk

A soaring turkey vulture
can appear similar to a

red-tailed hawk. The way
to tell the difference is

that turkey vultures have
longer, more rectangular

wings, which form an
easily visible horizontal V. Turkey vulture

I spy...a raptor!

Go on a bird walk to look for raptors soaring! See the raptor ID guide below for
tips on how to identify them. 

Vultures fly on thermals, and use them to go up and down
without flapping. Count how many times you see a vulture flap their wings

while watching them! 

Get 
Outside!






